
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Food Lifeline’s goal is to elevate the issue of hunger with candidates during the election 
cycle. Each candidate for state and federal office received our questionnaire. For every candidate that 
replied, their original responses are presented as submitted. See results at foodlifeline.org/advocacy. 

Mike Sells Candidate for State Representative, District 38, 
Position 2 (Everett) 

In Washington, 1 in 6 children 
experience food insecurity. What 
steps or legislative actions would 
you take to address child poverty 
and hunger? 

Support policies that would co-ordinate current food 
resources handled by agencies like food banks, with delivery 
on school premises during the school year. Or, during Covid 
use resources like our schools to deliver food to families in 
low income circumstances. We need to get agencies to co-
ordinate as much as possible. 
 

If elected, in what areas would you 
support making investments to 
overcome racial inequities? 

Working with communities of color to help develop the best 
practices, we will need to provide extra resources targeted 
not only at food delivery, but opportunity for self sufficiency. 
Layoffs during Covid have hit those communities particularly 
hard compared to white households. That’s been part of 
pattern for most of our history. Digging our way out will 
require listening to those communities on how to best move 
forward to use our education and workplace training 
resources to lift those communities out of poverty. 
 

How will you address the role of 
government and taxes during your 
campaign and address this issue in 
the legislature should you be 
elected? Specifically, are you 
supportive of tax code reform? 
Taxing capital gains in Washington 
state? And funding the state’s 
Working Families Tax Credit? 

I do support tax code reform, a tax on capital gains and 
working families tax credit, although the last my be difficult to 
implement because we no income tax in this state 
 

Please describe policies and 
investments you would support to 
improve farm worker rights and 
living conditions, if you are 
elected? 

This will require stronger rules regarding the housing of 
migrants and seasonal workers—something that the 
Department of Labor and Industries and Department of 
Health has done some work on recently. Importantly, is the 
requirement of the distribution of personal protective 
equipment as part of growers’ responsibilities. Many 
farmworkers are afraid to speak out under the current Federal 
administration for fear of being targeted for deportation. Our 



 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Labor laws, while stronger than most states, will need to 
provide stronger protections for organizing among those 
workers to have a voice in the fields. 
 

If elected, what will you do to 
alleviate hunger and poverty, and 
create economic opportunity for 
Washington state residents? 

Work with groups, like yours, to identify co-ordination points 
and points of the best resource delivery. Look at what we 
currently spend at the state level and where either those 
resources can be moved around to help or, given the ability, 
increase resources for the purpose of food security. The latter 
will be tough given the hammering the state budget has 
taken due to Covid. 
 

Yes/No Section  

If elected, will you insist proposed 
laws, bills, policies, and practices 
be evaluated for racial justice and 
equity? 

Yes 

Will you commit to implementing 
the state Food Policy Forum’s 
recommendations to mitigate the 
agricultural symptoms of climate 
change and to help farmers adapt? 

Yes 

Will you commit to supporting 
efforts to reduce wasted food if 
you are elected? 

Yes 

Do you believe that every human 
being deserves physical, social, 
and economic access to sufficient, 
safe, and nutritious food that 
meets their food preferences and 
dietary needs for an active and 
healthy life? 

Yes 

 


