
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Food Lifeline’s goal is to elevate the issue of hunger with candidates during the election 

cycle. Each candidate for state and federal office received our questionnaire. For every candidate that 

replied, their original responses are presented as submitted. See results at foodlifeline.org/advocacy. 

Eric J Brown Candidate for State Representative, District 46, 
Position 1 (Seattle) 

In Washington, 1 in 6 children 

experience food insecurity. What 

steps or legislative actions would 

you take to address child poverty 
and hunger? 

Child poverty and hunger are symptoms of the greater issue 

of poverty. The antidote for poverty is economic opportunity. 

I believe legislators should energetically advocate for strong 

wages and empowering people in the labor force. A key focus 
of my campaign is education. The better educated one is the 

better the opportunities enjoyed as an adult. I plan to 

incentivize farms to diversify the workforce and create 

internships. I also propose promoting careers in agriculture. 

If elected, in what areas would you 
support making investments to 

overcome racial inequities? 

I believe my previous response clearly demonstrates that 
food insecurity facing communities of color is tied to economic 

insecurity. Each group mentioned largely have income gaps in 

contrast with American Whites and American Asians. I 

support investments in income equality for people from 
communities of color. I firmly believe making investments in 

workforce development and income equality will lead to 

managing hunger in our state. 

How will you address the role of 

government and taxes during your 
campaign and address this issue in 

the legislature should you be 

elected? Specifically, are you 

supportive of tax code reform? 
Taxing capital gains in Washington 

state? And funding the state’s 

Working Families Tax Credit? 

The burdensome taxes people of color pay are a distraction 

from the issue of income inequality. The state should create 
an employment friendly and worker empowering 

environment. The state should spend only what is necessary 

to provide necessary services. I do not support the 

Legislature spending on Washingtonians income or capital 
gains. I emphatically support a Working Families Tax Credit, 

Adoption, Foster Care credits and a wide range of tax credits. 

Please describe policies and 

investments you would support to 
improve farm worker rights and 

living conditions, if you are 

elected? 

It is as much a humanitarian crisis to create an unsafe work 

environment as it is to allow vulnerable people into the 
country without legal documentation. An answer is helping 

migrant farm workers obtain citizenship and enforce the Civil 

Right of workplace safety. Another key solution is 

incentivizing young people to develop the skills required to 
obtain farm employment and assisting in their educational 

pursuit and career progression. 

If elected, what will you do to I understand that elected representation is about ensuring 



 

 
 

 

  

 

 

alleviate hunger and poverty, and 

create economic opportunity for 
Washington state residents? 

that everyone has the resources and opportunities to thrive. 

Hunger and poverty result from failed economic policy. As an 
elected representative I will work immediately so people who 

paid into unemployment receive their overdue benefits! I also 

propose removing barriers to return to employment for 

healthy employees at healthy workplaces. I also emphatically 
support workforce development, and enhanced benefits such 

as college and vocational training reimbursement. Hunger and 

poverty are avoided by sound economic principles like my 

plans to empower our labor force. 

Yes/No Section  

If elected, will you insist proposed 

laws, bills, policies, and practices 

be evaluated for racial justice and 

equity? 

No 

Will you commit to implementing 
the state Food Policy Forum’s 

recommendations to mitigate the 

agricultural symptoms of climate 

change and to help farmers adapt? 

No 

Will you commit to supporting 
efforts to reduce wasted food if 

you are elected? 

Yes 

Do you believe that every human 

being deserves physical, social, 

and economic access to sufficient, 
safe, and nutritious food that 

meets their food preferences and 

dietary needs for an active and 

healthy life? 

Yes 

 


