
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Food Lifeline’s goal is to elevate the issue of hunger with candidates during the election 

cycle. Each candidate for state and federal office received our questionnaire. For every candidate that 

replied, their original responses are presented as submitted. See results at foodlifeline.org/advocacy. 

April Berg Candidate for State Representative, District 44, 
Position 2 (Mill Creek) 

In Washington, 1 in 6 children 

experience food insecurity. What 

steps or legislative actions would 

you take to address child poverty 
and hunger? 

My daughter’s school, in the Everett School District, had the 

first COVID-19 positive student in the nation. As an Everett 

School Board Director I created a survey to send to families 

across the district asking them what they needed to make 
online learning work, child care and food security. Through 

that survey, over 200,000 meals were provided to kids 

between March and June. And over 100,00 since September. 

I understand that addressing child poverty is imperative to 
the success of a child. I support developing more effective 

school meal policies that make lunch affordable and nutritious 

for the child. I recognize, however, that this is just a first 

step. We need systematic, long-lasting change to address the 
food insecurity crisis across our state, and in the legislature I 

will fight to fund programs that distribute resources to 

children across the state, as well as to improve state food 

assistance programs we currently have in place and actively 
support hunger relief programs. I will also work to address 

our homelessness crisis by supporting the Housing Trust Fund 

to build more affordable housing, increase funding for 

permanent supportive housing, and reducing the barriers to 
shelters, which will work to ensure that our state’s families 

and kids have a safe place to learn and grow. Addressing 

child poverty is also directly linked to addressing our 

economy, and I support measures to eliminate Washington’s 
regressive tax structure at the benefit of more money for the 

community at large. Our tax structure needs to change for us 

to economically recover from a pandemic which has 

disproportionately affected our most vulnerable populations. I 
support new progressive revenue streams that will help us 

pay for needed services and programs and protect against 

cuts driven by COVID-19 by asking large profitable 

corporations and the wealthiest Washingtonians to pay their 
fair share. 

If elected, in what areas would you 

support making investments to 

As a Black woman, this issue is incredibly important to me. 

Equity is something that I consider in all the policies I work 



 

 
 

 

  

 

 

overcome racial inequities? on as a school board director, and that’s the same approach I 

will bring to the Legislature. We need to address the 
multitude of disparities facing communities of color in 

Washington and invest to change them, many of which have 

been exacerbated by the ongoing pandemic. We need to 

focus on structural changes that tackle racial injustice – and 
we need to apply a racial equity lens to the bills and laws we 

seek to pass. I have attended racial justice workshops like the 

People’s Institute for Undoing Racism that have helped 

strengthen my ability to identify and address institutional 
racism. As a school board director, I’ve focused on culturally 

competent education, closing the opportunity gap, and 

providing specific resources for kids in need of additional 

support. And, as a member of the Snohomish County Juvenile 
Justice Cultural Competency Committee, I am able to use 

both my personal experience and training to advocate for 

racial justice in our county’s youth detention center. I will 

maintain these efforts in the Legislature and expand my focus 
to address embedded systemic racism throughout our 

government, whether in policing, criminal justice, 

transportation, pollution, housing, or healthcare. 

How will you address the role of 
government and taxes during your 

campaign and address this issue in 

the legislature should you be 

elected? Specifically, are you 

supportive of tax code reform? 
Taxing capital gains in Washington 

state? And funding the state’s 

Working Families Tax Credit? 

Washington has the most regressive tax system in the United 
States. Our economy, and specifically our tax code, work well 

for corporations and our wealthiest households, but requires 

middle and lower income families to pay a significantly higher 

percentage of their income in taxes. That is exacerbated by 

rising housing costs, healthcare costs, and higher cost of 
living across the board. It’s obvious we need tax reform, and 

the reality is we need it now. I support new revenue options 

that are immediately implementable, such as a capital gains 

tax, closing tax loopholes on corporations, a potential tax on 
excessive executive compensation, and taxes on polluters like 

Big Oil, while remaining thoughtful about its implementation 

to reduce impact on low-income communities. In Olympia, I 

will work with progressive advocacy organizations, budget 
experts, and other stakeholders to ensure we make real 

progress on both generating new revenue and reducing the 

burden of our tax system on low and middle-income 

Washingtonians. 

Please describe policies and 

investments you would support to 

improve farm worker rights and 

In Olympia, I will work to improve farm workers rights and 

living conditions by supporting collective bargaining rights for 

farm workers, increasing accessibility to affordable health 



 

 
 

 

  

 

 

living conditions, if you are 

elected? 

care which is a human right, and eliminating neurotoxins and 

pesticides that cause detrimental health issues. We must 
protect farm workers from having their labor be exploited and 

abused, and we must ensure new workers receive adequate 

information and opportunity to join or form a union. We have 

more work to do to strengthen workers’ rights in our state 
and I will be a proud partner in that effort! 

If elected, what will you do to 

alleviate hunger and poverty, and 

create economic opportunity for 
Washington state residents? 

I am committed to alleviating hunger and poverty and 

promoting economic opportunity for all. I will continue to fight 

to ensure that families have access to critical resources 
provided by the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

program (TANF). Furthermore, I will work to ensure that 

workers’ rights are protected and that employers are abiding 

by equal opportunity standards. At the foundation of our 
society is the need for equitable access to resources and 

education. I will continue to be an advocate for all children 

and families to acquire these resources. 

Yes/No Section  

If elected, will you insist proposed 

laws, bills, policies, and practices 
be evaluated for racial justice and 

equity? 

Yes 

Will you commit to implementing 

the state Food Policy Forum’s 

recommendations to mitigate the 
agricultural symptoms of climate 

change and to help farmers adapt? 

Yes 

Will you commit to supporting 

efforts to reduce wasted food if 

you are elected? 

Yes 

Do you believe that every human 
being deserves physical, social, 

and economic access to sufficient, 

safe, and nutritious food that 

meets their food preferences and 
dietary needs for an active and 

healthy life? 

Yes 

 


