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James Thomas Candidate for Washington State House of 

Representatives, District 35, Position 1 (Shelton)  

If elected, what will you do to end 
hunger, alleviate poverty, and 
create opportunity in Washington 

state? 

The theme of my campaign is Jobs and Prosperity for Today, 
Education and Opportunity for Tomorrow, and Good 
Stewardship of our Environment as our most important legacy. 

The first and arguably most important step I'd take is to 
replace regressive taxes such as the sales and gasoline taxes 
with an income tax.  While our Constitution does not allow an 
income tax as progressive as I might like it does allow for what 
amounts to a "flat tax" on income.  While not ideal, it is a great 
start while we pass a Constitutional amendment to allow an 
even more progressive tax.  

In Washington, 1 in 5 children 
experience food insecurity. 
What steps or legislative actions 

would you take to address child 
poverty and hunger? 

Child poverty can't be addressed without addressing adult 
poverty and this is a problem with a thousand fathers: lack of 
skills, drug abuse, alcoholism, gambling addiction ... the list is 

endless.  These are problems we will have to whittle away at 
because there are no silver bullets of which I am aware.    Child 
hunger is a much easier nut to crack through enhanced meal 

programs.  I would also support means-tested vouchers for 
school supplies, school-appropriate clothing, etc.  

Food insecurity is a major 
contributor to poor health and 
higher healthcare costs, what steps 
or legislative actions would you 
take to help food insecure people 

with chronic diseases, like diabetes, 
have access to nutritious food?  

Food deserts in urban areas are relatively easy to attack, 
specifically because they're in easily defined geographies.  Food 
deserts in rural areas are more difficult and I honestly don't 
have a good answer for how we solve that.  I'm certainly 
receptive to any ideas that might be offered. 

 


